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Aldo Leopold

1887-1948
Early wilderness 
advocate
Author of A Sand 
County Almanac
Warned of the 
danger of 
landlessness



Clifford Knapp

Proposed the idea of an “I-thou” relationship 
with nature
Through research on Leopold’s ideas, 
created 10 ways of relating to the land created 10 ways of relating to the land 

Particularly applicable to educational situations
Correspond to Bloom’s Taxonomy

(Knapp, 2005)



Relating to the Land: 
Affective Domain

Empathizing with and personifying nature

Finding beauty in natureFinding beauty in nature

Seeking solitude for reflection 

(Knapp, 2005)



Relating to the Land: 
Psycho-motor Domain

Listening intently

Improving land healthImproving land health

Experiencing seasonal change 

(Knapp, 2005)



Relating to the Land: 
Cognitive Domain

Wondering and questioning

Knowing Local History

Counting and measuring

Connecting Elements and Cycles 

(Knapp, 2005)



Molly Baker
Landlessness in Adventure Education
Created the “Landfull Framework” which 
has four areas that educators can focus 
on to help create a sense of landfullness

1. Being Deeply Aware1. Being Deeply Aware
2. Interpreting Land History
3. Sensing Place in the Present 
4. Connecting to Home 

(Baker, 2005)



Landfullness and the 
Experiential Cycle



Steve Proudman
Worked with adventure educators in 
urban settings
Noted several advantages to “urban 
adventure”

1. Reaching different populations1. Reaching different populations
2. Connection with and investment in the home 

community
3. These programs use service learning, 

adventure activities and environmental 
education in an urban setting to develop a 
connection to place 

(Proudman, 1999) 
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